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grace. The King, indeed, thus prejudiced against
Catinat, determined to take from him the command,
and appointed the Marechal de Villeroy as his suc-
cessor. The surprise of everybody at this was very
great, for no one expected that the Marechal de Ville-
roy would repair the fault of Catinat. On the even-
ing of his appointment, this general was exposed in a
very straightforward and public manner by M. de
Duras. He did not like the Marechal de Villeroy; and,
while everybody else was applauding, took the Mare-
chal by the arm, and said, " Monsieur le Marechal,
everybody is paying you compliments upon your de-
parture to Italy, I keep mine until you return;" and
then, bursting out laughing, he looked round upon
the company. Villeroy remained confounded, without
offering a word. Everybody smiled and looked down.
The King took no notice.

Catinat, when the command was taken out of his
hands by the Marechal de Villeroy, made himself ad-
mired on every side by the moderation and tranquillity
with which he conducted himself. If Vaudemont was
satisfied with the success of his schemes, it was far
otherwise with Tesse, who had merely intrigued
against Catinat for the purpose of obtaining the com-
mand of the army. He did all in his power to ingra-
tiate himself into the favour of the Marechal de Ville-
roy; but the Marechal received these advances very
coldly. Tesse's schemes against Catinat were begin-
ning to be scented out; he was accused of having
wished the Imperialists to succeed at Capri, and of
indirectly aiding them by keeping back his troops; his
tirades against Catinat, too, made him suspected. The